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AGENDA

• U.S. Sanctions Regulations

• U.S. Export Control Regulations

• Red Flags

• Contacts & Resouces
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SANCTIONS OVERVIEW
• U.S. Sanctions Programs 

• Administered by Treasury Dept.’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC)
• Two types of Sanctions:  

• Comprehensive: everything is prohibited (with a few narrow exceptions)
• Limited (or Targeted): transactions with certain “specially designated nationals” (SDNs) 

prohibited
• SDNs: entities or individuals

• Sanctions are dynamic
• Programs and regulations change

• Keep up-to-date
• OFAC’s website: 
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/Programs/Pages/Programs.aspx
• RCT Sanctions website: 
https://research.columbia.edu/content/economic-sanctions
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CURRENT COUNTRY-BASED SANCTIONS 
PROGRAMS
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Comprehensive Limited / Targeted

• Cuba
• Iran
• North Korea
• Syria
• Crimea Region of the

Ukraine

• Balkans
• Belarus
• Burundi
• Central African

Republic
• Darfur
• Democratic

Republic of the
Congo

• Iraq
• Zimbabwe

• Lebanon
• Libya
• Somalia
• Sudan
• South Sudan
• Ukraine / 

Russia
• Venezuela
• Yemen



COMPREHENSIVELY SANCTIONED 
COUNTRIES
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Cuba
Iran

Syria

North 
KoreaCrimea



WHAT IS PROHIBITED?
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• Restrictions vary among sanctions programs, but may include–
• Participation in/ attendance at academic conferences in comprehensively sanctioned 

countries (e.g., Iran)
• Uncompensated, academic interviews with sanctioned parties
• Entering into contracts, agreements or research collaborations with universities or 

researchers in comprehensively sanctioned countries or with sanctioned parties
• Making or receiving payments to comprehensively sanctioned countries or to 

sanctioned parties
• Exporting or importing items to or from comprehensively  sanctioned countries or 

sanctioned parties
• Travel (i.e., Cuba)

• Tourism to Cuba is not allowed

• Licenses may be available 
• RCT can apply for licenses

• Licenses take time!
• No guarantee OFAC will grant license



ARE ANY FOREIGN UNIVERSITIES SANCTIONED?

• Yes! – Some are

• But it’s not just OFAC – other federal agencies maintain “Restricted 
Party Lists”
• Be aware of “restricted universities”

• e.g., China, comprehensively sanctioned countries
• “Restricted Universities” List on RCT Website 

• https://research.columbia.edu/content/economic-sanctions
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RCT SANCTIONS WEBPAGE
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RESTRICTED UNIVERSITIES - EXAMPLES
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IRAN
• Amir Kabir University 
• Baghyatollah Medical Sciences University 
• Emam Hoseyn Comprehensive University 
• Ferdowsi University  of Mashad
• Imam Hossein University 
• Iran University of Science & Technology 
• Isfahan University of Technology 
• Islamic Azad University
• Khajeh Nassir-al-Deentoosi University
• Malek Ashtar University
• Shahid Beheshti University
• Shahid Sattari Air Force University 
• Sharif University  of Technology 
• Shiraz University 
• Tarbiat Modares University
• University of Tehran

PAKISTAN
• Quaid-i-Azam University

ISRAEL
• Ben Gurion University

CHINA
• Beijing University of Aeronautics & Astronautics 

(aka Beihang University) 
• National University of Defense Technology 
• Northwestern Polytechnical University 
• Sichuan University
• University of Electronic Science & Technology 

of China

NORTH KOREA
• Kanggye Defense College
• Kim Chaek University of Technology 
• Kim Il Sung University
• Pyongyang Technical University
• University of Chemical Industry

SYRIA
• Damascus University
• Higher Institute for Applied Science 

Technology
• University of Aleppo



RESTRICTED UNIVERSITIES
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• Case-by-case review of restrictions required

• Restrictions may limit Columbia’s ability to engage with faculty/ 
students affiliated with a “restricted” university, regardless of location
• Research collaborations
• Conference attendance/ collaboration
• Professional trainings/ workshops
• Visiting scholars/ students

• Risks often are manageable with proper planning



EXPORT CONTROLS OVERVIEW
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• Federal laws that regulate the transfer of certain items, software or 
information outside the U.S. or to non-U.S. persons within the U.S. 

• International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR): State Dept.
• Export Administration Regulations (EAR): Commerce Dept.



THE REGULATIONS
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• ITAR
• Covers military and defense-related items, software, information and services
• U.S. Munitions List (USML)

• USML Category Number 
• e.g., XII(c) – “Infrared focal plane array detectors…; image intensification and 

other night sighting equipment or systems…”

• EAR
• Covers commercial and “dual use” items, software and information
• Covers “less significant” military items, software and information transferred from USML
• Commerce Control List (CCL)

• Listed on CCL – Export Control Classification Numbers (ECCNs) 
• e.g., 6A003.b.4– “Imaging cameras incorporating ‘focal plant arrays’ having any 

of the following…”



EXPORT CONTROLS & COLUMBIA
Columbia is a “fundamental research” university

• What does this mean?
• No classified research
• No export-controlled research

• Columbia University Statutes, XLIII, §430

• Why is this important?
• “Fundamental research” results are not subject to export control 

regulations 
• International Traffic in Arms Regulations (“ITAR”)
• Export Administration Regulations (“EAR”)
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SANCTIONS & EXPORT CONTROLS: 
RED FLAGS

Sanctions & export control issues arise on campus!

Important to identify “red flags” early so that we 
can take appropriate actions and mitigate the risk.
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TOP 3 RED FLAGS
#1:  Any transaction involving, or travel to, a comprehensively sanctioned 
country 

• Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Syria, Crimea Region
• Attendance at a conference in Iran and Cuba requires an OFAC license!

• Iran:  Licenses for Iran take time!
• Cuba: Certain types of travel also require an institutional “travel letter”

• RCT will prepare travel letters to Cuba

• Risk Mitigation
• Contact RCT if you are aware of any activities involving comprehensively sanctioned 

countries
• Escalate international research or service projects involving any sanctioned country or 

“restricted party” to the International Research Committee (IRC)
• International Research & Service Projects: Risk Management Procedures

• http://policylibrary.columbia.edu/international-research-and-service-projects-risk-management-procedures
• Contact RCT for projects not going through SPA, IRB, CTV

• E.g., visiting scholars, internally funded projects
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TOP 3 RED FLAGS
#2:  International Shipments to any foreign country

• Excludes “fundamental research” results, published articles/posters, 
publicly available information
• Includes, e.g., prototypes; “loaner” equipment; equipment repairs abroad 

• Risk Mitigation
• Use material transfer agreements (MTAs) 

• CTV (http://techventures.columbia.edu/forms/material-transfer-agreement-forms)
• CTO - for human samples (https://research.columbia.edu/content/clinical-trials-office) 

• If MTA is not appropriate, contact RCT
• E.g., shipping equipment to a field site; traveling with equipment abroad
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TOP 3 RED FLAGS
#3:  Purchase / use of export-controlled equipment in research

• Equipment / user manuals that are ITAR-controlled or that have an 
EAR “ECCN”
• E.g., “USML Category”, “meets military specification”, “cannot be shipped 

internationally”, “property of U.S. Army”, “subject to U.S. export control 
regulations”, “ECCN #X###”, “CONTROLLED”, “distribution limited to U.S. 
persons”, “militarily critical technical data”, “subject to DD2345”, “Controlled 
Defense Information (CDI)”, “Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI)”

• Risk Mitigation
• Contact RCT

• Export controls classification – request from sender
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CIVIL & CRIMINAL PENALTIES
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• Civil penalties can be high
• e.g., $1.4 million per violation (OFAC)

• Criminal Penalties

• Cautionary Tales
• University of Tennessee – Prof. Reece Roth 

• Convicted of violating the Arms Export Control Act  (ITAR)
• 4 years – federal prison

• University of Michigan
• Research Fellow in Neurology shipped MRI coil to Iran without a license 
• He faced criminal charges



QUESTIONS?
• Contact RCT if you have any questions
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Director of Export Controls
Research Compliance and Training
mla25@columbia.edu
212-851-9822

Janique Cheesman
Regulatory Compliance Specialist

Research Compliance and Training
jtc2168@columbia.edu

212-853-1686 

Research Compliance and Training (RCT):
https://research.columbia.edu/content/office-research-compliance-and-training

RCT Sanctions webpage:
https://research.columbia.edu/content/economic-sanctions

RCT International Research webpage:
https://research.columbia.edu/content/international-research

RCT Export Controls webpage:
https://research.columbia.edu/content/export-controls
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Sanctions, Export Controls and More!



Jeff Kestler
University Compliance 
Officer
jk@gc.columbia.edu

Stephanie Barber
Compliance 
Director
sb@gc.columbia.ed
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